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Scheme netted Sanders 
thousands, friend says 


File photo 


Jackson County executive Mike Sanders resigned in 2015, about the time the FBI began turning up the heat, a friend of Sanders says. 


m Mike Sanders engineered a 
kickback scheme worth tens of 
thousands of dollars while 
head of Jackson County 
government, a disabled 
participant has told the FBI. 


BY MIKE HENDRICKS 
AND STEVE VOCKRODT 


The Kansas City Star 


Mike Sanders, who made his 
name in politics as a law-and- 
order prosecutor, engineered 
an illegal kickback scheme that 
netted tens of thousands of 
dollars while serving as head 
of Jackson County government 
and the Missouri Democratic 
Party, a participant in the con- 
spiracy told The Star. 

In recounting the scheme in 
an interview Wednesday, Steve 
Hill, a longtime friend of the 
former county executive, said 
that in 2010 Sanders offered 
him a proposition. Hill, a quadri- 
plegic living on disability, said 
he needed extra cash and so he 
agreed to the arrangement. 

On Sanders’ instructions 
over the next three years, Hill 
said, he cashed more than 
$60,000 in checks made out 
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HE CAME TO ME ONE DAY AND SAID, ‘MAN, 
HERE'S WHAT | WANT YOU TO DO: GO CASH 
THIS CHECK FOR ME, MAN, KEEP $200 OR 


$300 FOR YOURSELF’ 


Steve Hill, on his dealings with Mike Sanders, in an interview 


with The Star 


to him from bank accounts for 
Sanders-controlled political 
campaign committees. The 
money was ostensibly for work 
on those committees. 

But, Hill said, he never per- 
formed the work and instead 
returned most of the money to 
Sanders. 

The arrangement is the sub- 
ject of a federal investigation 
that may be coming to a close 
after more than four years, The 
Star has learned. 

“He came to me one day and 
said, ‘Man, here’s what I want 
you to do: Go cash this check 
for me, man, keep $200 or 
$300 for yourself,’ ” Hill said 
during a nearly two-hour in- 


terview Wednesday night. 

“I thought about it for a 
minute. What the hell? All 
right, I’m in a wheelchair, 
man. I’m hurting for a few 
bucks. And $200 or $300 
would help me out.” 

Officials with the U.S. At- 
torney’s Office for the Western 
District of Missouri did not 
immediately respond to re- 
quests for comment Thursday. 
Bridget Patton, an FBI spokes- 
woman, said the agency could 
not confirm or deny the exist- 
ence of an investigation. 

Sanders did not respond to 
multiple requests for com- 
ment. His attorney, J.R. Hobbs, 
declined comment in a phone 


call Thursday. 

Campaign finance records 
reviewed by The Star show 
that the checks to Hill ranged 
from $1,175 to $5,300. They 
were sometimes issued just 
days or weeks apart for what 
the reports identified as a 
range of campaign services 
that were described in only 
general terms. 

The records showed Hill as 
being paid for “constituent 
research,” “voter education,” 
and “GOTV” activities, the 
initials standing for get-out- 
the-vote. 

Sanders would hand-deliver 
the checks to Hill’s rental 
home north of the river, Hill 
said. Then at Sanders’ instruc- 
tion, he would cash the checks 
and return all but a small por- 
tion of the money in cash. 

Hill said he needed the 
money to supplement his So- 
cial Security income. He’s used 
a wheelchair since his neck 
was broken during an assault 
nearly 30 years ago. After 
being evicted from his Clay 
County home last summer, he 


SEE SANDERS, 14A 


ANDREW HARNIK AP 


Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., leaves 
the Capitol after speaking on the 
Senate floor Thursday in 
Washington. Franken said he will 
resign in the coming weeks. 


Franken 
resigning 
from Senate 
amid 
allegations 


BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG, 
YAMICHE ALCINDOR 
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Sen. Al Franken of Minnesota, 
in an emotional speech on the 
Senate floor, announced Thurs- 
day that he would resign from 
Congress, the most prominent 
figure in a growing list of law- 
makers felled by charges of 
sexual harassment or indis- 
cretions. 

At turns defiant and mournful 
but hardly contrite, Franken 
called it “the worst day of my 
political life,” as he denied alle- 
gations of groping and improper 
advances from at least six wo- 
men. Instead, as his Democratic 
colleagues looked on, he took a 
parting shot at President Donald 
Trump and Roy Moore, the 
Republican candidate for Senate 
in Alabama; both have also been 
accused of sexual misconduct. 

“I, of all people, am aware 
that there is some irony in the 
fact that I am leaving while a 
man who has bragged on tape 
about his history of sexual as- 
sault sits in the Oval Office, and 
a man who has repeatedly 
preyed on young girls cam- 
paigns for the Senate with the 
full support of his party,” Fran- 
ken said. 

Hours later, Rep. Trent 
Franks, R-Ariz., resigned after 
the House Ethics Committee 
opened an investigation into 
allegations of sexual harassment 
- a move that made him the 
third member of Congress to 
leave under a cloud of claims of 
sexual impropriety in three 
days. On Tuesday, Rep. John 
Conyers Jr., D-Mich., the long- 
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IN DEPTH 


CALIFORNIA 
WILDFIRES 


Gusty Santa Ana winds 
and bone-dry conditions 
continued to stoke major 
wildfires in Southern 
California on 

Thursday. 7A 


BUSINESS 


SPRINT FACES 
PAY LAWSUIT 


Sprint Corp. settled an 
overtime pay dispute with 
153 employees this 
summer and now faces a 
second lawsuit on the 
same complaint. 6A 


BUSINESS 


OBAMACARE 
INSURER ERROR 


A new insurer offering 
plans in the Kansas City 
area mistakenly said that 
some Children’s Mercy 
Hospital practitioners 
were in its network. 6A 


LOCAL 


COMMISSIONERS 
DON'T BUDGE 


The Johnson County 
Commission heard 
testimony to retain 
County Manager Hannes 
Zacharias. But a vote for 
a new contract failed. 4A 
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